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COMMISSIONER RANSOM MEETS WITH BQA
BOARD
During the March BQA Board meeting, Commissioner
Ransom visited for an informal discussion. Ransom
hopes that in his last year left on the board he can find
some areas where he can work with Business Queen
Anne’s. Here are the topics discussed:
FASTC – BQA encouraged Commissioner Ransom to
get as much out of the project to support the county if it
does come here. Commissioner Ransom agreed to
speak up against the bad behavior and encourage
respect from both sides on this issue.
CAC Process – Karen Oertel expressed her concern
over the fact that the CAC report did not include any
information from the sub-committees. This needed to be
considered as the final comp plan was put together.
Karen suspected that it was not. Gene said he would
look into the process and get back to BQA.
Hospital – Commissioner Ransom said he supported
increased or improved medical services, and/or a new
full fledge hospital in QAC, and this could be an issue to
work with BQA on in the future. Karen Oertel felt this is a
pipe dream now that the Wye Mills Community Plan was
gone, as she felt that was the only place a new a
hospital could be located. Karen also, felt we would not
see this happen now because of the Grasonville ER. (It
would appear from the latest newspaper stories that the
hospital has made deal to stay in Talbot County)
Zoning – Bob Wilson questioned why this county is not
getting meaningful commercial growth. The development
that gets through is things such as restaurants,
pharmacies, etc. These just put other restaurants and
pharmacies out of business! Karen suggested zoning for
exactly what the county wants. Gene explained the
County cannot tell people what business to build, and
was willing to talk about improved commercial zoning to
encourage certain businesses. Commissioner Ransom
also felt that if BQA felt zoning was not pro-business

enough they should educate the public about the necessity
of zoning changes to facilitate some growth.
South KI Water and Sewer – Mr. Waterman questioned
what happened to the study that was to be released
regarding South KI W&S? Gene will look into this and get
back to Mr. Waterman. (BQA has been informed that this
long awaited study has a tentative release date of May 12th
with a public hearing to be scheduled for June. The study
will also be available online once released.)
Workforce Housing – Gene suggested that we have
Commissioner Gunther (Commissioner on Housing
Authority) or Pete Scanlon come talk to us about the
workforce housing being looked at for the land across from
the ER.
Budget – Gene wanted to make it clear that the county
does NOT have a 16.5 M deficit. It is looking at a shortfall
entering the new budget cycle of 16.5 M, but the current
budget is expected to end up with a minor surplus. Gene
explained that the shortfall is the result of Income tax
projections being down, as well as State funding cuts of
over 7M dollars in fiscal 2009 and 7.5 M in fiscal 2010.
Planning Commission – They are still working on the
draft update and then there will be a 60-day review. Gene
said, while he didn’t support or vote for Barry’s
appointment, with the appointment of Barry Waterman he
feels that the Commission is more pro-development and
he encouraged the board to get to know Shelia Tolliver.
He stated that he still did not support the Wye Mills plan;
however, the Planning Commission could resurrect the
Wye Mills plan.
Airport Project – Gene has been working to address
concerns from the Bay City HOA and KI Defense League
regarding this project. He supports this project and will do
his best to help it succeed. He encourages BQA to learn
more about the development.
Gene said he was glad that he came out to talk to the BQA
Board. Felt he should have done it sooner and hopes we
have him back in the near future.

BQA THANKS RENEWED MEMBERS!

Kent Island Abbey
Floor Coverings

Minuteman Press
of Kent Island

WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST MEMBERS!!
Robert Udoff
GreenTree Real Estate Management, LLC
P.O. Box 410
Chester, MD 21619
www.gtrem.com
Tel: (301) 785-6102
Fax: (410) 604-3660
GreenTree Real Estate Management, LLC. is a
property management, asset preservation and general
contracting company serving Maryland’s Eastern
Shore. Whatever your property construction,
management or preservation needs are, we stand
ready to assist you in accomplishing your goals.
GreenTree is dedicated towards providing you with a
quality team, professional service and cost efficiency
which are backed by over 50 years experience in the
property management, construction and real estate
industry.

COMP PLAN UPDATE
There was a special meeting of the Queen Anne’s
County Planning Commission on April 6, 2010 to
review the Draft 2010 Comprehensive Plan.
Additional Special Planning Commission meetings to
review the Draft 2010 Comp Plan were scheduled for
April 26th, April 28th and May 3rd in the Planning
Commission Hearing Room beginning at 8:45 AM.
Check out this link on the county website:
http://www.qac.org/default.aspx?pageid=1294&templat
e=3&PageLevel=2&toplevel=34&cid=73
This link is also on the BQA Website.

Steve Donovan
Title One & Associates, Inc.
237 Burton Air Drive
Centreville, MD 21617-2150
www.titleone-md.com smd@annapolis.net
Tel: (410) 758-1831
Fax: (410) 758-1832
According to Steve, “BQA is awesome. I/we especially
like the 'tell it like it is' full page ads that are letting the
awakening general public know that our leaders aren't
very focused on us or business after al!”
Entrepreneurial, Professional & Fast!
We focus on exceeding client expectations with
professional service, reliable reports and fast
turnaround. We believe we changed the 'expectation
dynamic'; when you place an abstract order with Title
One & Associates, Inc., we deliver your report in minutes
and hours versus what used to take days and weeks!
Title One & Associates, Inc., founded in Annapolis in
1997 provides land title abstracts (Full, 2-owner, current
owner searches & rundowns, etc.), courthouse research,
copies, recording & filing services (foreclosure, deeds,
mortgages, releases, etc) for 10 Maryland Counties
(Anne Arundel, Charles, Caroline, Dorchester, Kent,
Queen Anne's, Somerset, Talbot, Wicomico and
Worcester (All Maryland Eastern Shore). Now in our
12th year, we've grown by client referrals by providing
lightning fast turnaround, reliable services, highly
competitive rates and a daily commitment to integrity
and professionalism!

(See ad on page 4 regarding Comp Plan Meetings!)
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COMMISSIONERS START WORK ON
BUDGET
The County Commissioners began the 2010-2011
budget process by selecting a citizens committee to
review the budget and make recommendations of the
Commissioners. Members are Linda Kohler, Heather
Tinelli, Stephen Wilson and Joseph Zimmerman.
As Business Queen Anne’s has noted in recent
newsletters, there is a 16.5 Million dollar shortfall
facing the county and for the budget to be balanced
there will have to be tough decisions made.
The committee recommended the following:
·

A 10-cent increase in the property tax rate.
This will equal a 13 percent increase.

·

Raising the income tax rate (piggy back) from
2.85 percent to 3.2 percent.

·

Furloughing each county employee for three
days.

·

Holding the board of education and free
library's budgets at the same level as the past
year.
Removing almost $139,000 in county
subsidies to local agencies and non-profits

·
·

the committee stated via memo that "While there are
a number of ways to reduce expenditures in lesser
amounts, the idea that this budget can be balanced
with reductions alone is simply nonsensical," They
went on to state that "anyone who stands before you
and proposes that this is so does not have a handle
on the facts."
The County Commissioners voted 3 to 2 to use these
recommendations as the start of their budget
process. Wargotz and Ransom were the dissenting
votes. While Business Queen Anne’s understands
the desire to not increase taxes when so many
people are hurting, we feel that the Commissioners
have done little to prevent this from happening. The
no growth mentality has left this county with little to
no options.
Over the past three years very little has been done to
increase county revenues. Our commercial tax base
has dropped from 11% to 6.5% in this time frame.
BQA is interested in hearing from Commissioners
Wargotz and Ransom on their plans to balance the
budget without a tax increase. Future work dates are
on April 26th, 28th and May 3rd and Business Queen
Anne’s will be anxious to hear their suggestions.

Cutting $2.2 million in capital projects.

The tax increases should create $11.4 million in
revenue for the county. According to the Star
Democrat article entitled “QA's commissioners set
sights on county budget” which ran on April 16, 2010,

We also recommend that the BQA members take
note and mark their calendars for the three public
meetings on May 24, 25 and 26.
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New Membership
Stimulus Rate!!
Flat Rate of $150
Takes new members
to July 31, 2010!!
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BUSINESS Queen Anne’s
2009-2010 Board Members
Mareen Waterman
Coldwell Banker/Waterman Realty
410-643-5005
e-mail: mareenwaterman@mris.com

Karen Oertel
Harris Crab House
410-827-8104
e-mail: whh@dmv.com

Al Helfenbein
Helfenbein Insurance Agency
410-643-2291
e-mail: al@helfenbein.com

Nick Deoudes
Deoudes-Magafan Realty, Inc.
410-827-5441
e-mail: ndeoudes@atlanticbb.net

Tim Champion
Champion Improvements Inc.
410-643-4886
e-mail: improve@atlanticbb.net

Cheryl Russell
Delmarva Power
410-758-4127
e-mail: cheryl.russell@delmarva.com

Mike Dahle
Bay Carpets Flooring America
410-820-7288
e-mail: mdahle@baycarpets.com

Bob Wilson
Mears Point Marina
410-827-8888
e-mail: bobwilson@mearspoint.com

Camille O’Donnell
O'Donnell Properties
443-786-0200
e-mail: cdove@atlanticbb.net

Dave Thompson
CNB
410-643-2233
e-mail: david@cnbmd.com

Sandra Early
Administrator
410-643-6288
e-mail: sandra.early@verizon.net

BUSINESS QUEEN ANNES ADS
Thank you to the BQA members who have stepped up
to support the Update Ad effort!
Mareen Waterman – Coldwell Banker Waterman Realty
Nick Deoudes – Deoudes-Magafan Realty, Inc
John Wilson – Chesapeake Bay Beach Club
Cal Gray, Jr., Cal Gray, III & Mike Bozek
Of Penn Station Joint Venture

P.O. Box 1065, Stevensville, MD 21666
410-643-6288 Fax: 410-643-6278

www.businessqueenannes.com

